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JOHN HUNT AWARD 2008

The prestigious John Hunt Award has been presented to the Youth Hostels Association and their ‘Breaks4Kids’ programme and the ambitious ‘Doit4Real’ summer camps.    

Revd Canon David Peacock, president of the Countrywide Holidays Association, presented the unique award to Chris Darmon, Chairman of the YHA, at a ceremony in July 2008. 

The Board of the CHA, and the Trustees of the Countrywide UK Trust (CUKT), were unanimous in their wish to demonstrate their recognition of the commitment of the ‘Breaks4Kids’ and ‘Doit4Real’ to tomorrow's citizens. As the older generation hand on the mantle of responsibility for our country, the legacy will prove to be a mixed blessing but we can be confident that those who have benefited from ‘Breaks4Kids’ and ‘Doit4Real’ will be better equipped to assume that responsibility for our country and countryside.

The Board of CHA believe that the YHA ‘Breaks4Kids’ and ‘Doit4Real’ programmes enhance the work that the CUKT undertakes developing residential field trips with schools from deprived areas who have not previously undertaken such activities. In a world that can be fast, over-stimulated, self-absorbed, uncaring and impatient, our various activities espouse the opposite descriptors. 

NOTES
The John Hunt Award is presented to a person or organisation whose contribution to the availability of a countryside experience has been significant. It also reflects commitment to the objectives and activities that have been at the heart of CHA for over a century.           

John Hunt became an Honourary Vice President of CHA in 1961 some eight years after leading the first successful Everest expedition and during his time as the first Director of the Duke of Edinburgh Award. To mark his elevation in the 1966 ‘Queen’s Birthday Honours’ to a Life Peer, for his work with young people, he endorsed the creation of the CHA John Hunt Award. The award was sculpted in stainless steel by Donald Porritt of Ilkley and is mounted on a base of Cumberland slate.

The last recipient of this award was the Whitehough Outdoor Centre which was opened in August 1938 with the philosophy that …  "!t is part of every child's heritage to know and understand their earth; to be at home in wild and magnificent places knowing how to find security and having confidence and ability to overcome obstacles."!
